
COVID letter #7: March 27, 2002

Dear Families,

Everything can be taken from a man but one
thing: the last of the human freedoms — to
choose one’s attitude in any given set of
circumstances, to choose one’s own way. 
-Viktor Frankl   

I hope this message finds you all in good health and finding balance during
these challenging weeks. I know this is a particularly hard time with many of
you cancelling your spring break plans. I have heard from so many of you
asking how you can help to support other families in our community as well
as the staff. I want to thank you for your generosity of spirit and hope that if
any families do need support, of any kind, that you reach out to me so I can
help and/or to connect you to other members of our Jarrow community.
Our message board is also a great way to share ideas, resources and
suggestions. Sign up HERE! Create an account and take a look around.

Our faculty have worked tirelessly the last two weeks to prepare themselves
to greet the children this coming week, albeit virtually. While our teachers
are adjusting to a new mode of communication and teaching, they are
committed to providing both continuity of learning and care so our children
feel safe and, most importantly, be reminded how much their teachers love
them. I can’t say enough about how hard they have worked behind the
scenes so we can hit the ground running on Monday.

As we begin to adjust to our new normal, at least for the time being, I hope
you are finding ways to connect with friends, organize virtual ‘playdates’ for
your children, and maybe organize small class parties via Zoom or Google
Hangouts. You’d be surprised how easily the kids adjust to socializing in this
new way, after all they are GenZ! Their conversations can be quite
entertaining and it is a great way to help children increase vocabulary, 
promote oral language development and enhance their self-expression. For
those of you who joined Sara and I for our first Jarrow Live Chat, thank you.
It was good to see many of you on Zoom and our goal is to set up regular
chat times. Future dates to be posted on our website.

What you can expect next week:
We are currently preparing and recording a handful of lessons on YouTube
which can be played at your leisure. Learning packets for Primary and Lower
Elementary will be available next week at Jarrow with additional work sent
via email. Teachers will be sending out a message on Sunday with details of
how the lessons and work will be structured. The teachers were able to come
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in over the break and prepare your child’s work which will be available
outside the upper gate (housed in plastic bins) from Monday 9am-4pm.
There is no pressure to pick up packets immediately as we
understand many of you are not leaving your homes. We will
keep the boxes out, but please make sure the lids are secured
tightly to protect the packets from the elements. We will provide
disposable gloves to use when taking your folder out of the bin.

Structuring your Child's Learning Environment:
As you get more comfortable with setting up your Montessori home
environments, here are a few hints:

We suggest, for older children (ages 5+), that you find an area of your
home where they can do their work that is quiet with minimal
distractions. This will help to ‘formalize’ the time they are meant to be
concentrating and completing a work cycle. Using a whiteboard or just
paper to write out their daily routine will be helpful in providing
structure and a way for the child to predict what their day will look
like. 

Having work choices are a fundamental part of the child’s day at
Jarrow and will be incorporated into their schedules and work plans
that are shared by the teachers. By allowing the child to choose (in this
case from a ‘menu’ of work options), the child has some control over
their learning choices as they have in their classrooms. We suggest you
ask, “What would you like to do first? Let’s look over your choices.” I
think most of the children are familiar with this question, even
toddlers, so they will be able to guide you through this process.

Check out this free download from Amazon. You can either download
it to your Kindle through the Kindle Store, or read it on your phone, tablet,
or computer via Kindle Cloud Reader:  
Montessori Parent Coronavirus Survival Guide: Thriving in an era of
extended school closures

Here are a few helpful resources to check out:

Recently shared by ZERO TO THREE: Answering Your Young Child's
Questions About Coronavirus
Ideas for talking with younger children:
https://www.brighthorizons.com/family-resources/talking-to-
children-about-covid19
Other resources for younger kids from NAEYC:
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/covid-19
Parents Need Stress Relief, Too:
https://parenting.nytimes.com/health/parents-need-stress-relief-too?
module=editors-picks&action=click%C2%AEion=1

Calendar of Virtual Field Trips for Families
March/April 2020

Monday, 3/30: San Diego Zoo
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Tuesday, 3/31: The Louvre in France - Egyptian Antiquities
Wednesday, 4/1: The Great Wall of China
Thursday, 4/2: Boston Children’s Museum
Friday, 4/3: Canadian Egg Farm
Monday, 4/6: Guggenheim Museum, New York
Tuesday, 4/7: Live Webcams from the Georgia Aquarium
Wednesday, 4/8: Mars (Google) Mars (NASA)
Thursday, 4/9: Yellowstone National Park - visit several locations in
the park.
Friday, 4/10: Hubble Control Center - Lobby Hubble Control Center-
Operations Room (NASA)

Want to add a LEGO engineering challenge each day, too? CLICK
HERE for the 30 day LEGO challenge from
https://www.freehomeschooldeals.com/.

Weekday Activity Ideas:

Josh Gad (Olaf from Frozen) reads books every weeknight (times vary
but you can also watch the recorded videos) on Twitter -
#GadBookClub
Drawing with Michael Woodside - learn to draw Disney Characters -
live-streamed on YouTube and Instagram daily at 10:00 am -
#drawingwithwoodsy (videos are also recorded).
Lunch Doodles with Mo Willems - draw with author and illustrator Mo
Willems daily on YouTube at 12:00 pm #MOlunchdoodles. (videos are
also recorded).  For more information go to https://www.kennedy-
center.org/mowillems

In Peace,
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Jarrow Montessori School
3900 Orange Court

Boulder, Colorado 80304
Phone: 303-443-0511

Connect with us

   
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM!
If you haven't already, don't forget to add
Jarrow Montessori to your Instagram
account! Here you will find us in action
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with up-to-the-minute news and
gratifying points of light: Jarrow students
at Jarrow. What could be better?!


